Memorandum for Record: Field Trip Report.

Fish trap setting and recovery, Eklutna River. 
1.
Five ¼ inch mesh minnow traps baited with preserved salmon eggs were set in the Eklutna River in Wednesday 27 June 2007.  The traps were set in a variety of habitats in the lower river designated as reach 1 and 2 as described below. 

	Trap Number 
	Habitat Type

	1
	Deep pool with eroding banks about 70 meters downstream of the gravel ponds.  The elevation of the pool is occasionally influenced by the tide.  Sand, gravel and mud bottom.

	2
	Slack water about 0.5 meters deep with mud bottom in excavated pond next to sedge covered island. 

	3
	Scour pool about 1 meter deep in sandy/gravel bottom downstream of confluence below island. Slow current.   

	4
	In slow current against bank under brush in deep scour pool with moderate current in main stem.  

	5
	Slower water with sand bottom behind large woody debris in area of fast current.  Large gravel/cobble bottom in main current. 


2.
Traps were recovered on Thursday 28 June 2007 after a 24 hour soak with the below catch.

	Trap Number 
	Catch

	1
	2 coho smolt. 

	2
	1 stickleback about 2.54 cm long

	3
	55 coho smolt that appeared to be composed of 2 size classes (A). 

	4
	1 resident Dolly Varden

	5
	2 resident Dolly Varden 

	(A) Snout to fork of tail lengths are reported in the trip report authored by Estrella Campellone. 


3.
Miscellaneous observations made during the trapping were:

A.  Chinook salmon were rolling in the main channel adjacent to the excavated gravel ponds.

B. Anglers were fishing for these salmon as evidenced by forked sticks, bait residue left on the river banks, and one dead 84 cm salmon on the riverbank that was likely a hooking mortality. 

C. Young of year salmonids, probably coho and Chinook were seen in shallow backwaters adjacent to areas with fast current. 

D. In the braided section upstream from the railroad bridge, most of the flow this year is down a channel that was dry last year. 
E. The area downstream of the Glenn Highway bridges was highly braided under the existing flow.  Relative substantial numbers of fry were seen in these shallow side channels and if the flow lowers as summer progresses many of these fry could be lost to stranding.  

F. Stable rearing habitat appears to be limited upstream of tidal influence in the area trapped. 

G. No Chinook salmon were caught in the small number of traps set and recovered, and it is possible this species does not overwinter in the Eklutna River or they are in such low numbers that only an extended trapping effort would detect them. 

4. The traps were reset on Thursday, 28 June 2007 upstream of the area described in this report.  Recovery was on Friday, 29 June 2007 and is reported in the trip report authored by Estrella Campellone. 
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