3.2
Scoping/Public Participation

Eklutna River Watershed Council

The mission of the Eklutna River Watershed Council (ERWC) is to serve as a forum to facilitate stewardship and conservation in the development of the Eklutna River watershed for its long-term health.  ERWC membership is open to organizations and individuals with significant land, water or other resource ownership or rights, management responsibility, or user interests in the Eklutna River watershed.

Anchorage Water & Wastewater Utility

The Anchorage Water & Wastewater Utility (AWWU) provides potable drinking water for a customer base of 216,799 in the Anchorage area.  Eklutna Lake is the main source of drinking water for the utility, accounting for almost 76 percent of the total production of 9.7 billion gallons in 2001.  The AWWU operates the Eklutna Water Treatment Facility in the Eklutna watershed.  

Native Village of Eklutna

The Native Village of Eklutna (NVE) is located entirely within the Eklutna River watershed and is the project proponent for this watershed.  They would be the most likely cost-sharing partner for any further recommended studies.  Goals for the Eklutna River developed by NVE are (Native Village of Eklutna, 2002):

· Preserve, restore, and enhance the Eklutna River watershed and surrounding coastal zone habitat for salmonids, waterfowl, other wildlife, and other traditional natural resource and environmental values.

· Develop Eklutna’s capacity for traditional natural resources stewardship.

· Realize subsistence and economic gains for Eklutna.

NVE is further discussed in Section 3 of this report.

Eklutna Incorporated

According to their web page, Eklutna Inc. was incorporated in 1972 under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA).  Eklutna Inc. has played a vital role in the economic landscape of the Anchorage area.  Eklutna Inc. is the largest private landowner in Anchorage and in the Eklutna watershed owning or entitled to receive more than 90,000 acres of land from Eagle River to Palmer.  Today, the corporation represents more than 150 shareholders and manages a variety of investments, including shopping centers, office buildings, and residential developments.  Eklunta Inc. states that their vision is to benefit the corporation and shareholders by managing assets and business ventures to maximize return.  “Our success inspires community pride, unity and self-respect among our shareholders.”  Eklutna Inc. also states that their mission “is to protect and expand Eklutna’s assets and business ventures through orderly diversified growth, utilizing sound management and financial policies.  We benefit and endeavor to provide opportunities to assist shareholders with their own self-determination.”  (Information from http://www.eklutnainc.com)

Alaska Railroad

The Alaska Railroad Corporation is a self-sustaining, full-service railroad serving ports and communities from the Gulf of Alaska to Fairbanks.  Owned by the State of Alaska since 1985, the Railroad is overseen by a seven-member Board of Directors appointed by the Governor of Alaska (http://www.alaskarailroad.com).  A portion of the railway between Anchorage and Fairbanks passes through the Eklutna watershed and over the Eklutna River.  

Chugach State Park

Chugach State Park manages all lands in the upper watershed of the Eklutna River.  The park manages Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and Eklutna Inc. lands in this watershed under formal agreements. The BLM lands are power withdrawal lands that extend from Eklutna Lake north to the Eklutna Power Plant.  The Eklutna Inc. lands are managed under an agreement called the North Anchorage Land Agreement and include most of the land near and around the lake.  All Chugach State Park lands in the watershed, including those under these agreements, are managed for recreation under the Chugach State Park Master Plan.  The goal of the plan is to continue recreational use, develop facilities to enhance recreation, and to protect the resources for long-term enjoyment.

Municipal Light and Power

Municipal Light and Power (ML&P) provides electricity to over 30,000 residential and commercial customers in a service area of 20 square miles in the Anchorage area.  Within this service area is the State's commercial, industrial, medical, and transportation centers, as well as over half of Anchorage’s residential population.  ML&P is the majority shareholder (53.3 percent) of the jointly owned Eklutna Hydroelectric Power Plant.  Chugach Electric Association and Matanuska Electric Association own the remainder of the facility, which has 44 megawatts of installed capacity (http://www.mlandp.com).  The plant generates hydroelectric power using the water stored in Eklutna Lake behind the Upper Eklutna Dam.  The Matanuska Electric Association provides electricity in the Eklutna area.
Eklutna Valley Community Council

The Eklutna Valley Community Council (EVCC) generally encompasses the Eklutna Valley above the Eklutna Water Treatment Facility.  Most of the people who live or own land in this area participate in the EVCC.  While the EVCC has not developed any positions as a community council with regard to the Eklutna Watershed Council, the members have expressed three general interests (Reagan, pers. comm.):

· To protect the watershed.  
· To understand the positions taken by the watershed council. 
To influence the watershed council. 
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Public Concern

