2.2
Community Profile
The village of Eklutna is inhabited by Athabascan Indians of the Dena’ina branch and is located at the head of the Knik Arm of Cook Inlet, adjacent to the mouth of the Eklutna River.  It is within the boundaries of the Municipality of Anchorage.  Eklutna is in the Anchorage Recording District.  Village property encompasses 12.4 square miles of land and 5.7 square miles of water (State of Alaska Department of Commerce, Community and Economic Development web page, http://www.dced.state.ak.us/dca/commdb/CF_COMDB.htm).  The village is on the highway between Anchorage and Palmer and has ready access to a variety of transportation services in those communities.  Two privately owned airstrips and the Alaska Railroad system are located in the area.  

The 2003 population within the Eklutna was estimated to be 427 by the State of Alaska.  A total of 13.2 percent of the population is Alaska Native or part Native. According to the 2000 U.S. Census, the majority of non-Native residents are employed in Anchorage, with incomes averaging $31,679 per capita.  Eklutna's Dena’ina residents, however, have significantly lower incomes averaging $19,494 per capita. 

The study area is in the Alaska Congressional District.  The Congressional delegation is composed of:

Senator Lisa Murkowski (R) 
Senator Mark Begich (D)


Representative Don Young (R)

