Location
Eklutna (ee-KLOOT-nuh) is located at the head of the Knik (kuh-NICK) Arm of Cook Inlet, at the mouth of the Eklutna River, 25 miles northeast of Anchorage.  Eklutna is within the boundaries of the Municipality of Anchorage (similar to a county) and is in the Anchorage recording district.  It lies at approximately 61.454528° North Latitude and -149.354478° West Longitude (Sec. 24, T016N, R001W, Seward Meridian).  The community of Eklutna—which includes both the Native Village of Eklutna (NVE) and Thunderbird Falls—lies on the Glenn Highway between Anchorage and Palmer.  Eklutna encompasses 12.4 square miles of land and 5.7 square miles of water.  The average temperatures range from 6 to 67 degrees Fahrenheit, and annual precipitation is 16.5 inches
.
The study area is in the Alaska Congressional District.  The Congressional delegation is composed of:



Senator Lisa Murkowski (R)



Senator Mark Begich (D)



Representative Don Young (R)

Community Profile
The Eklutna area has long been inhabited by Dena’ina Athabascans and the Native Village of Eklutna (NVE) continues to be populated by Dena’ina today.  In the past, the Dena’ina used Eklutna as the site of a winter village due to its proximity to Cook Inlet fishing resources, plant resources, and good sheep hunting areas1.  In the 1840s, Russian missionaries traveled up Cook Inlet to Dena’ina territory, bringing with them a fur exchange and their religion.  A Russian orthodox church built in Eklutna more than a hundred years ago still stands today.  In the late 1800s and early 1900s, many Dena’inas trapped and sold furs to traders.  An increase in fur trapping meant less time was available to be spent on other economic activities such as subsistence fishing, which led to an increased dependence on trade for money for the purchase of food and other necessary items
.
In 1867, the United States purchased the rights to Alaska from Russia, putting an end to the fur trade.  The discovery of gold in 1887 and later in 1922 in the Interior sparked development and the construction of the Alaska Railroad1. Construction began in 1914 on the federal railroad from the port of Seward (126 miles south of Anchorage), through the coal fields of Interior Alaska, to the gold claims near Fairbanks (358 miles north of Anchorage).  The railroad was built through the Eklutna area and in 1918 a railroad station was built in the village.  The railroad allowed residents to work on construction during the winter months and continue a subsistence fishing lifestyle during the summer.  Their fishing sites were the same ones used before the city of Anchorage was established, and some sites had been in the same families for 100 years
.
In 1929, the private Anchorage Power & Light Company began supplying electricity from a hydroelectric power plant on the Eklutna River
.  In 1941, the outbreak of World War II created a small population boom in Alaska, notably in the Municipality of Anchorage where the Defense Department constructed Fort Richardson Army Base and Elmendorf Field.  The population of Anchorage was just over 3,000 people in 1939 and by 1948, the population had risen to approximately 19,000.  In the 1960s, the population of the municipality continued to sharply increase due to continued federal activities and post-1964 earthquake reconstruction.  Population growth was especially strong in the areas outside the city of Anchorage, including Eagle River, Chugiak and Thunderbird Falls (part of Eklutna) where the population doubled in the 1960s.    
Beginning in the early 1940s, electricity became a scarce resource, a problem which was intensified by the increase in population
.  In 1942, the city of Anchorage acquired the Eklutna Plant.  In 1955, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation completed construction of a new larger plant on the Eklutna River, which helped to improve the area’s power problems.  In 1996, Municipal Light and Power (ML&P), Chugach Electric Association, and Matanuska Electric Association (MEA) jointly took over ownership of the Eklutna hydropower plant4.

Eklutna is unincorporated and lies within the Municipality of Anchorage.  Anchorage was incorporated on November 23, 1920, and the Greater Anchorage Area Borough was formed on January 1, 1964.  On September 15, 1975, the City and Borough governments were unified creating a Unified Home Rule Municipality, known as the Municipality of Anchorage.  Anchorage, with Eklutna as a part of its constituency, is governed by a mayor, who holds a four-year elected term, and a city assembly
.  NVE is a federally recognized Alaska Native tribe
.  Under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of 1971(ANCSA), Eklutna Inc. is the village corporation and Cook Inlet Region, Inc. (CIRI) is the regional corporation. 
Although not considered “rural” under the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act of 1980(ANILCA), many residents of NVE continue to participate in traditional subsistence activities today.  Eklutna Cemetery, dating back to 1650, became a historical park in the 1980s and consists of a small museum and gift shop, prayer chapels, two Russian Orthodox churches, and a cemetery which is still used today.  More than 100 brightly-colored “spirit houses” are on the burial ground, a custom that combines Athabascan and Russian Orthodox practices
.  
Infrastructure
In 1927, the City of Anchorage entered into a contract with the Anchorage Light and Power Company to construct a hydroelectric power plant, which would later be called the Old Eklutna Hydroplant.  In 1948, the Bureau of Reclamation recommended construction of a new dam to raise the level of Eklutna Lake, and construction of this dam was completed in 1955.  In March 1964, a severe earthquake that caused widespread damage and destruction hit the Anchorage region.  Because of the severity of damage to the dam, it was decided to construct a new storage dam downstream from the existing dam
.  The new dam is used to divert water to the Eklutna Hydroelectric Facility, now owned by ML&P, Chugach Electric, and MEA, and provides electricity to some of the Municipality
.

In 1988 the Municipality of Anchorage completed construction of the Eklutna Water Treatment Facility located about 2 miles up Eklutna Lake Road from NVE.  Water stored in Eklutna Lake was reallocated to supply the water needs of Anchorage in addition to power generation.  The Anchorage Water and Wastewater Utility (AWWU) operates the treatment plant to ensure that waters from Eklutna Lake meet all drinking water quality standards before being distributed to end users.  The plant has a capacity of 35 million gallons per day.
The Glenn Highway passes through the Eklutna area and serves as the main thoroughfare to connect the community with nearby Anchorage, Eagle River, and the Matanuska Valley.  Also in the area are both the modern and original Glenn Highway bridges and an Alaska Railroad bridge downstream of both highway bridges.  The Alaska Railroad no longer stops in Eklutna, but runs service from Anchorage to Fairbanks, Seward, and Whittier.  According to the Alaska Railroad milepost system, the track begins in Seward at rail mile 0.0, Anchorage is located at rail mile 114.3, Eklutna is at 141.8, and the railroad ends in Fairbanks at rail mile 470.3.  The Alaska Railroad operated a gravel pit at rail mile 140 and the railroad crosses the Eklutna River at rail mile 140.8
.
The U.S. Army used Eklutna glacier for training through the 1970s and built a 13-mile-long road along the north shore of the lake.  This road now serves as a hiking and ATV trail to the head of the lake where there are several other trails and a small airstrip.  There are about 30 miles of maintained hiking trails at Eklutna Lake11.

Currently, Chugach State Park operates the Eklutna Campground adjacent to the northwest end of Eklutna Lake.  The campground consists of 50 campsites with picnic tables, fire pits, water, latrines, and ranger station.  There is an overflow camping area with 15 sites.  The park also maintains trails for hiking, all terrain vehicles, bicycles, snowmachines, skis, dogsleds, and horses as well as infrastructure to support boating and fishing.  Chugach State Park also manages public use cabins in the vicinity of Eklutna Lake11.

In the spring of 2007, a gravel mine began operating on the outskirts of NVE.  The mine is owned jointly by Eklutna Inc., who owns the surface land, and CIRI, who owns the gravel beneath: the two corporations share royalty income.  Up to 200 truck-loads of gravel per day are extracted from the mine, which goes to construction projects in the Anchorage area.  The villagers have concerns about the noise and dust generated by the mine.  The mine has created a few jobs for local residents, and tentative future reclamation plans are in place to use the mined-out areas to create ponds and possibly a large lake to restore lost salmon habitat in nearby Eklutna River
.

The Eklutna community is fully accessible.  Both NVE and Thunderbird Falls lie on the Glenn Highway between Anchorage and Palmer, and therefore have ready access to a variety of transportation services in those communities.  Two privately-owned airstrips are located very near the village of Eklutna as well as the Alaska Railroad system
.  As part of the Municipality of Anchorage, Eklutna has access to the city’s controlled airports, including the State-owned Ted Stevens Anchorage International Airport and Lake Hood Float Plane Base, the Municipality’s Merrill Field, and U.S. Army and Air Force Facilities.  
The majority of homes in Eklutna are fully plumbed, with a community well water system and individual septic tanks.  Piped natural gas is available from ENSTAR Natural Gas Company as a home heating method.  Electricity is provided to Eklutna by MEA from the Eklutna hydroelectric facility.  The municipality and private companies collect refuse for deposit into the Anchorage Regional Landfill on Hiland Road, near Anchorage.  The municipality collects hazardous wastes and waste oil.  The privately-owned Anchorage Recycling Center collects cans, metal, paper, and newspaper
.

Locally, healthcare for NVE residents is provided by the Eklutna Village Clinic.  Healthcare for Thunderbird Falls residents and supplemental care for NVE residents can be found at several local hospitals and numerous private healthcare clinics located in nearby Anchorage, Eagle River, Mat-Su Valley, Fort Richardson, and Elmendorf Air Force Base.  Eklutna is also serviced by the Anchorage Police Department (APD) and the entire Municipality falls under the jurisdiction of APD, the Alaska State troopers, the FBI, and U.S. Marshals.  Eklutna is served by the Chugiak Volunteer Fire Department as well as the Anchorage Fire Department, which serves the Municipality, and supplemented by the Elmendorf Air Force Base Fire Department, the Ted Stevens Anchorage International Airport Police and Fire, Fort Richardson Fire/EMS, and Kulis Air Guard Fire Department14.

Eklutna lies in the Anchorage School District which has a total of 95 schools.  Given the district’s zoning boundaries, three of these schools serve Eklutna and the surrounding area.  Grades K through five are taught at Chugiak Elementary School, which had 486 students enrolled as of October 1, 2007 (FY2008) according to the Alaska Department of Education and Early Development.  Mirror Lake Middle School enrolls students in grades six through eight and had 676 students in FY ‘08.  Grades nine through 12 are taught at Chugiak High School which had a total enrollment of 1,361 students in FY ‘08
.
Population
The State of Alaska Department of Labor estimated the 2007 population of Eklutna to be 335 persons.  The estimated population of the entire Municipality of Anchorage (including Eklutna) in 2007 was 283,823 persons
.  According to the 2000 Census, the population of the Eklutna community consists of 13.2 percent Alaska Native or part Native, compared to 10.4 percent Alaska Native in the Municipality of Anchorage, and 19.0 percent in the State of Alaska. Of the remaining population in the Eklutna community, the largest racial group was reported as white or part white, at 85.3 percent.  However, the racial composition of the Eklutna community is not evenly dispersed. Most of the Alaska Natives in Eklutna live in or near NVE, while the majority of the white population resides in Thunderbird Falls.  

Table 1
 provides a summary of racial composition for both Eklutna and the Municipality of Anchorage in 2000. 
Table 1. Population by Racial Composition
	 
	              Eklutna
	 
	Municipality of Anchorage
	 

	Population in 2007 (State Dept. of Labor estimate)
	335
	 
	283,823
	 

	Population in 2000 (2000 US Census estimate)
	394
	 
	260,283
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Racial Composition (2000 Census data estimates)
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Number
	Percent
	Number
	Percent

	One Race Only
	364
	92.4%
	244,708
	94.0%

	White
	309
	78.4%
	188,009
	72.2%

	American Indian and Alaska Native
	33
	8.4%
	18,941
	7.3%

	Black or African American
	9
	2.3%
	15,199
	5.8%

	Asian
	8
	2.0%
	14,433
	5.5%

	Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander
	0
	0.0%
	2,423
	0.9%

	Some other race
	5
	1.3%
	5,703
	2.2%

	Two or more races
	30
	7.6%
	15,575
	6.0%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Race alone or in combination with one or more other races*:
	 
	 
	 
	 

	White
	336
	85.3%
	200,926
	77.2%

	American Indian and Alaska Native
	52
	13.2%
	26,995
	10.4%

	Black or African American
	14
	3.6%
	18,632
	7.2%

	Asian
	14
	3.6%
	18,448
	7.1%

	Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander
	3
	0.8%
	3,637
	1.4%

	Some other race
	7
	1.8%
	8,506
	3.3%


Source: Alaska Department of Labor, Research & Analysis Section from U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census 2000.
*In combination with one or more of the other races listed.  The six numbers may add to more than the total population and the six percentages may add to more than 100 percent because individuals may report more than one race.
The population of the Municipality of Anchorage has grown steadily over the past 40 years.  In recent years, Eklutna has suffered a declining population as the 2000 Census showed the population to be 394 persons, and the 2007 state demographer’s estimate is 335 persons: a drop of nearly 15 percent.  The 2000 population of the State of Alaska was estimated to be 626,932 persons, and the 2007 estimated population was 676,987: an increase of about eight percent.  The rate of growth throughout the state, including the Municipality and Eklutna, has begun to slow and projected growth rates continue to fall.  Figure 1 below shows the actual and projected populations of the State and Municipality of Anchorage from 1960 through 2030.  
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Figure 1. Estimated and Projected Population (1960-2030)

Source: 
Alaska Department of Labor, Research & Analysis Section, Demographics Unit 
The gender breakdown of Eklutna’s population was approximately 51.5 percent male and 48.5 percent female compared to 52 percent male and 48 percent female in the State of Alaska, and 51 percent male and 49 percent female in the Municipality of Anchorage.  According to the 2000 Census, the median age of an Eklutna resident is 38.3 years, compared to 32.4 years in both the Municipality of Anchorage and the State of Alaska
.  The largest age group in Eklutna was the group between 45 and 54 years old, which made up 24.1 percent of the population, compared to 14.9 percent in the Municipality and 15.1 percent in the State of Alaska.  The largest population age group in both the State and Municipality is the 35 to 44 year-olds, representing about 18 percent of the population in both cases.  

Table 2
 shows a detailed breakdown of the Eklutna population by age and gender.
Table 2. Population by Gender and Age
	Eklutna
	 
	 

	Category
	Number
	Percent

	Total Population (2000 Census)
	394
	100.0%

	Male
	203
	51.5%

	Female
	191
	48.5%

	 
	 
	 

	Under 5 years
	17
	4.3%

	5 to 9 years
	35
	8.9%

	10 to 14 years
	41
	10.4%

	15 to 19 years
	34
	8.6%

	20 to 24 years
	16
	4.1%

	25 to 34 years
	28
	7.1%

	35 to 44 years
	85
	21.6%

	45 to 54 years
	95
	24.1%

	55 to 59 years
	20
	5.1%

	60 to 64 years
	12
	3.0%

	65 to 74 years
	10
	2.5%

	75 to 84 years
	1
	0.3%

	85 years and over
	0
	0.0%

	Median Age
	38.3
	 

	Median Age—Alaska Native Only
	39.5
	 


Source: Alaska Department of Labor, Research & Analysis Section from: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census 2000.
Housing
The 2000 Census identified a total of 141 housing units in the community of Eklutna (NVE and Thunderbird Falls)
.  A housing unit, as defined by the US Census Bureau, may be a house, apartment, mobile home, group of rooms, or single room that is occupied or intended for occupancy as separate living quarters.  Separate living quarters are those in which the occupants have direct access from outside the building or through a common hall
. Of the 141 housing units, 134 units or 95 percent were occupied and considered to be households.  A household includes all of the people who may occupy a housing unit.  The average household size in Eklutna was 2.94 persons, compared to 2.74 persons in the State of Alaska18.  Table 3 shows 2000 Census data related to housing characteristics in Eklutna.
Table 3. Eklutna Housing Units and Households by Type

	Housing Units & Households by Type
	Number
	Percent

	Total Housing Units
	141
	100%

	Owner-occupied housing units
	115
	85.80%

	Renter-occupied housing units
	19
	14.20%

	Vacant housing units
	7
	5.00%

	 
	 
	 

	Total Households
	134
	100%

	Family households
	108
	80.60%

	Married-couple family
	94
	70.10%

	Female householder, no husband present
	9
	6.70%

	Nonfamily households
	26
	19.40%

	Average family size
	3.27
	-

	Average household size
	2.94
	-


Source: Alaska Department of Labor, Research & Analysis Section, from: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census 2000.
According to the 2000 US Census, of the 134 occupied housing units in Eklutna, 89.1 percent were single family, detached structures, compared to 58.5 percent in the State of Alaska.  In Eklutna, 70.8 percent of the total housing units were built between the years 1980 and 1989.  This is likely due to a population increase seen in the Chugiak, Eagle River, and Thunderbird Falls area during the early to mid 1980s due to the Trans-Alaska Pipeline.  The median value of an owner-occupied housing unit in 2000 in Eklutna was $187,500, while the median owner-occupied home value for the State of Alaska was $144,200.  For renter-occupied units, the median gross monthly rent was $1,208 in Eklutna compared to $720 in the State of Alaska
.  
Table 4
 shows the breakdown of housing units by housing structure type in Eklutna and the State of Alaska, using the 2000 US Census.
Table 4. Housing Structure by Type
	 
	Eklutna
	 
	           Alaska
	 

	Housing Structure by Type
	Number
	Percent
	Number
	Percent

	1-unit, detached
	122
	89.10%
	152,688
	58.50%

	1 unit, attached
	3
	2.20%
	18,340
	7.00%

	2 units
	2
	1.50%
	14,279
	5.50%

	3 or 4 units
	0
	0%
	19,198
	7.40%

	5 to 9 units
	3
	2.20%
	14,971
	5.70%

	10 to 19 units
	0
	0%
	7,894
	3.00%

	20 or more units
	0
	0%
	14,078
	5.40%

	Mobile home
	7
	5.10%
	17,814
	6.80%

	Boat, RV, van, etc.
	0
	0%
	1,716
	0.70%


Source: Alaska Department of Labor, Research & Analysis Section, from: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census 2000.
Socio-Economic Profile
Employment and Income
The 2000 Census reports that Eklutna had a total potential workforce (population over the age of 16) of 291 persons.  Of these, 215 were considered part of the labor force, with 194 employed and 12 unemployed.  This was a civilian unemployment rate of 5.8 percent compared to the state average of 9.0 percent.  This rate does not account for all of the non-employed adults in Eklutna.  There were also 76 residents, 26.1 percent of the potential workforce, who were considered not in the labor force according to the 2000 Census
.  This means that they were not employed and not looking for employment.  Many factors can play into the decision to search for jobs, including: scarce availability, informal searching (through communal connections), and seasonal shifts in job opportunities.  It is important to recognize the definitional differences of the potential workforce and the actual labor force for an accurate understanding of local economic conditions.  Table 5 summarizes employment statistics for Eklutna from the 2000 Census.
Table 5. Eklutna Workforce and Labor Force Summary

	Workforce and Labor Force Summary
	Number
	Percent

	Total Potential Workforce (16 years and older)
	291
	100%

	Not in Labor Force
	76
	26.10%

	In Labor Force
	215
	73.90%

	Civilian Labor Force
	206
	70.80%

	Employed
	194
	66.70%

	Unemployed
	12
	4.10%

	Civilian Unemployment Rate
	 
	5.80%


Source: Alaska Department of Labor, Research & Analysis Section, from: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census 2000 
According to the 2000 US Census, employment in the community of Eklutna is dominated by the Educational, health, and social services and Public administration industries.  These industries combined account for 54.2 percent of employment in the community.  About 49.0 percent of Eklutna’s workers were in the private sector, 46.9 percent worked for government entities, and 4.1 percent were self-employed workers in their own not-incorporated business.21  Table 6 shows employment by industry in Eklutna.
Table 6. Eklutna Employment by Industry
	Employment by Industry
	Number 
	Percent

	Agriculture, forestry, fishing, hunting & mining
	2
	1.00%

	Construction
	6
	3.10%

	Manufacturing
	5
	2.60%

	Wholesale Trade
	2
	1.00%

	Retail Trade
	10
	5.20%

	Transportation & Warehousing, and Utilities
	19
	9.80%

	Information
	8
	4.10%

	Finance, Insurance, Real Estate, and Rental & Leasing
	14
	7.20%

	Professional, Scientific, Management, Admin, & Waste Mgmt
	14
	7.20%

	Educational, Health & Social Services
	56
	28.90%

	Arts, Entertainment, Recreation, Accommodation and Food Services
	7
	3.60%

	Other Services (except public administration)
	2
	1.00%

	Public Administration
	49
	25.30%

	 
	 
	 

	Private wage and salary workers
	95
	49.00%

	Government workers
	91
	46.90%

	Self-employed in own not incorporated business
	8
	4.10%

	Unpaid family workers
	0
	0%


Source: Alaska Department of Labor, Research & Analysis Section, from: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census 2000 
The 2000 Census reports that the community of Eklutna had a total of 131 households with a median income of $77,355 per year.  This is compared to a statewide median of $51,571 per year.  The income per capita for Eklutna was reported as $29,375 compared to $22,660 statewide
 .  According to the Alaska Division of Community Advocacy, the majority of Eklutna’s non-Native residents are employed in Anchorage: yielding higher incomes per capita.  

In Eklutna, no families live below the poverty line, whereas the statewide level is 6.7 percent. Eklutna did have 2.4 percent of its individual residents living below the poverty line.  In addition to regular income, the community had 9.2 percent of all residents collecting Social Security Income, 3.8 percent collecting public assistance income, and 16.0 percent collecting retirement income.22  Table 7 provides data regarding the income of the Eklutna community.
Table 7. Eklutna Income Summary
	Income Summary (2000 Census Estimates)
	 

	Number of Households
	131

	Median Household Income (per year)
	$77,355 

	Per Capita Income (per year)
	$29,375 

	Families below Poverty Line
	0

	Percent of families below Poverty Line
	0%

	Individuals below Poverty Line
	9

	Percent of individuals below Poverty Line
	2.40%

	Percent collecting Social Security Income
	9.20%

	Mean Social Security Income (per year)
	$11,817 

	Percent collecting Public Asst. Income
	3.80%

	Mean Public Asst. Income (per year)
	$3,260 

	Percent collecting Retirement Income
	16.00%

	Mean Retirement Income (per year)
	$29,562 


Source: Alaska Department of Labor, Research & Analysis Section, from: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census 2000
Table 8 shows the household income breakdown for the Eklutna community.
Table 8. Eklutna Income Breakdown

	Household Income
	
	

	
	

	
	Number
	Percent

	Total Households:
	131
	100%

	Less than $10,000
	0
	0%

	$10,000 to $14,999
	2
	1.50%

	$15,000 to $24,999
	11
	8.40%

	$25,000 to $34,999
	2
	1.50%

	$35,000 to $49,999
	12
	9.20%

	$50,000 to $74,999
	33
	25.20%

	$75,000 to $99,999
	32
	24.40%

	$100,000 to $149,999
	30
	22.90%

	$150,000 to $199,999
	5
	3.80%

	$200,000 or more
	4
	3.10%


Source: Alaska Department of Labor, Research & Analysis Section, from: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 
Eklutna is subject to the taxation imposed on the Municipality of Anchorage.  This includes a 12 percent bed tax (for hotel stays), an eight percent car rental tax, and 67.4 mill Tobacco tax, as well as a property tax and a gas tax
.  Table 9 shows the number of specified owner-occupied housing units and the amounts of real estate taxes paid in the State of Alaska and Eklutna, using Census 2000 estimates.

Table 9. Real Estate Taxes in Specified Owner-Occupied Housing Units

	Real Estate Taxes – Owner-occupied housing units
	     Alaska
	 
	                           Eklutna
	 

	 
	Number
	Percent
	Number
	Percent

	Total:
	105,620
	100.00%
	103
	100.00%

	Less than $200
	2,718
	2.57%
	2
	1.94%

	$200 to $299
	1,405
	1.33%
	0
	0.00%

	$300 to $399
	2,271
	2.15%
	0
	0.00%

	$400 to $599
	4,104
	3.89%
	0
	0.00%

	$600 to $799
	4,932
	4.67%
	0
	0.00%

	$800 to $999
	5,554
	5.26%
	11
	10.68%

	$1,000 to $1,499
	17,781
	16.83%
	8
	7.77%

	$1,500 to $1,999
	17,228
	16.31%
	11
	10.68%

	$2,000 to $2,999
	29,882
	28.29%
	33
	32.04%

	$3,000 to $3,999
	12,113
	11.47%
	27
	26.21%

	$4,000 to $4,999
	3,387
	3.21%
	9
	8.74%

	$5,000 to $7,499
	2,181
	2.06%
	2
	1.94%

	$7,500 to $9,999
	556
	0.53%
	0
	0.00%

	$10,000 or more
	160
	0.15%
	0
	0.00%

	No real estates taxes paid
	1,348
	1.28%
	0
	0.00%


Source: U.S. Census Bureau American Fact Finder: Table HCT19- Real Estate Taxes

Subsistence fishing has always played an important role in the lives of the Dena’ina.  Due to ANILCA, the Knik Arm region does not qualify under federal or state regulations as a subsistence use area.   Despite such regulatory issues, the NVE residents and other Dena’ina in the Knik Arm region that are indigenous to the area continue to harvest local resources for cultural uses and subsistence as they have done for centuries
.  NVE has an educational subsistence permit, which allows the village to maintain salmon gillnet sites for the purpose of educating children on the traditional subsistence lifestyle.  Hunting and trapping on the inlands and in the mountains is also an important traditional subsistence activity that continues today, along with the gathering of berries, plants, trees, and stones
.
Fish are probably the most important subsistence food resources for the Dena’ina.  There are several traditional and currently used set net sites along the shore of Knik Arm near NVE.  Several are still used by NVE under the educational gill net permit.  The permit allows use of aboriginal fishing gear in the Eklutna River, such as moose bone tipped spears and willow fish traps
. 
In terms of sportfishing, the actual number of salmon legally harvested from Eklutna River is not known because the Alaska Department of Fish and Game Statewide Harvest Survey combines Eklutna River with “other streams”.  The number of salmon taken illegally from Eklutna River is also unknown and in the case of Chinook salmon, might even be higher than the legal harvest.26
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